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Walking down Locke St. in Hamilton in the evening there is a certain something in the
air. Wreaths are hung with care from the street lamps overhanging the street, the
lights of Christmas trees glow warmly out front of each store front, and the shop win-
dows are all carefully ordered with festive and yet fashionable seasonal decor. Look a
bit closer, however, just below the surface, and there are reminders that despite the
best efforts, not everything is perfect and pristine and there is certainly one thing miss-
ing. As we celebrate this Christmas season with the Hamilton Fellowships we are try-
ing to be mindful of just such things.

Being in an urban setting, we have some of the typical urban issues such as
poverty and homelessness. They don’t just go away at Christmas. Recent-
ly, we have begun some initiatives to reach out to those in need that have
included handing out coffee and meals to residents of the street. This Christ-
mas we are excited to have had many friends, family, neighbours and co-
workers join us as we host a blanket and coat drive. On December 18th we
will be distributing these gifts along with our regular coffee and meals. As
we share these material blessings we, of course, aim to bring the love and
name of Jesus into the centre of this season, one piece that seems to be
conspicuously and ironically missing from Christmas. We have also collected enough materials that we will be using

extras to donate to local shelters who will continue to serve the poor long after the Christmas lights have been taken
down.

Another effort that we will be hosting in our attempts to bring the love and name of Jesus into our
celebrations is to host a neighbourhood carol sing. With hot chocolate, cookies, some guitars
and our front lawn, our local house fellowship will be inviting our immediate neighbours to join us
for some festive cheer. Following up from the success of our Halloween “Shine Your Light”
event, we will gather with food, music and good times as we celebrate this season.

So, as the wreaths continue to shine, the trees glow and good cheer fills the air, we are mindful
that there are still some great needs. There are physical needs, emotional needs and certainly
spiritual needs all around us, despite the “Christmas Feeling.” We, however, have good news of
great joy that shall be for all people - A Saviour has been born who is Christ the Lord. We are all
very excited to be able to bring this message of hope and of joy into the city as we celebrate this
Christmas.
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DARRYL WEINBERG
OHR L’GOYIM MESSIANIC CONGREGATION

Chanukah is also known as the Feast of Dedication or Festival of Lights. It is a commemoration of the Maccabean re-
volt against the Syrian tyrant Antiochus Epiphanies in 167 BCE. After a 3 1/2 year battle, the Temple was restored and
rededicated. Jewish people remember the miracle of there only being enough oil for one day but legend has it it lasted
8 days until new oil could be pressed. Therefore, we light one candle for each night on a chanukia (9 branched cande-
labrum). Although this is not one of God's Appointed Times like we see in Lev. 23, we do have a biblical reference to
the feast in John 10 where it says Yeshua (Jesus) was at the Temple for the Feast of Dedication.

Chanukah is a time of rejoicing and the giving of gelt (money) was to ensure even poor Jews could light their candles.
With the defeat of the Syrians, Jews were once again able to press their own money. Today, gelt is most often choco-
late coins in gold wrapping but since Chanukah often coincides with Christmas (they even overlap this year) the tradi-
tion was expanded to include any kind of present.

Chanukah has always been a low-key family affair with us but now that we have a home fellowship, this year it's going
to be different. In fact, not only do we have our family celebration but we're having a separate one for our congrega-
tional family as well. Two dinners in one week. Oy!

To celebrate the first night, we have our spiritual family joining us and of course, guests are included. We have a
neighbour who is just recovering from surgery. | have visited him several times and the other night invited him to join
us. Then a couple of days after the first dinner, we have our family affair. Everyone coming that night is a non-believer
in Yeshua and so we have an opportunity to commemorate the deliverance of God’s people from destruction but also to
talk about what it means to dedicate ourselves to God as He is the one who delivers us in times of distress. We pray
hearts will be opened to see Yeshua as the Light of the World.

Chag sameach (joy of the festival) to all of you.

TIM HEEREBOUT
MOSAIC TORONTO

Mosaic Toronto is a missional community of faith, love and hope. Our focus
currently is to disciple a group of leaders who are committing to invest their
passions in the people of Toronto and from that group to launch future mis-
sional communities.

Ouir first missional community has been established to serve the arts commu-
nity in Toronto. As we have hosted music and art events around Toronto we
have had the opportunity to build relationships, be on mission, and include
others in Kingdom work. It's been exciting to see our efforts help people move

. from a basic interest in making the world better into a curiosity about Jesus
k‘ and his Kingdom.

Our Christmas celebration this year will center around a dinner party where we want to share the love of Jesus with
our friends in a tangible way. Please pray that our friends will accept our invitations and that they will see our time to-
gether as much more than a meal but as an expression of the hope and love we share because of the coming of Jesus
into the midst of humanity. Please also pray that we will seize every opportunity to grow as disciples through the
process.

Merry Christmas!



SCOTT ROURK
RENDEVOUS

This Christmas, Rendezvous will be helping serve our 3" Annual Christmas lunch to the marginalized in West Toron-
to. We plan to serve around 130 to 150 people throughout the Dufferin-Bloor community. The lunch consists of a
healthy meal, live Christmas music, and a gift Bible.

Our lunch is unique in two ways. First, the volunteer families which cook and serve the meals are mostly unchurched. It
is part of our church planting strategy to create environments where believers and not-yet-Christians can connect to-
gether under common causes. Secondly, we are collaborating with another church plant which hosts the meal, but does
not have the finances or man power to pull off the event on their own. Please pray the relationships with the volunteers
and those attending the Christmas lunch will be deepened so we can earn a chance to share the gospel. Also pray
those helping will make a positive connection with Rendezvous and start attending one of our small groups. This event
will be held on December 21 from 11:30AM — 1:30PM.
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PLANTER/MISSION TEAM
TRAINING

Saturday, December 10 & Monday, December 12, TCP

conducted Missions Team training for our Planters.
Why was this important for our planters?

1) With this training they will now be able to effec-
tively take advantage of the increasing flow of
missionally-engaged churches that are interest-
ed in the church planting work of Toronto, there-
by propelling their ministry forward by weeks if

not months.

2) Also, they will now be included in the process of
matching mission teams (and the opportunity for
partnerships that they represent) with their needs
as a church planter, thereby allowing the oppor-
tunity of having teams come alongside & help

them reach their community.

Going forward, all planters will complete this training to
ensure both planter & mission team are prepared & can

best make use of the time & resources available.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2012 TORONTO CHURCH PLANTING
VISION TOURS:
March 19-21
April 16-18
May 14-16
Watch your email for further

information &

opportunities to participate.

What is an ‘organic’ or
‘simple’ church?

Come explore:
- What it looks like — in
terms of evangslism, .
discipleship and ministry
- How it differs from the
other North American
perspectives of church

February 10 & 11,2012 =

Pleazs call 416-840-4894 or

amail tracey@torontochurchplanting.com
for more information TO R@NTO
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... planting churches that are Christ-centered, transforming
communities and focused on multiplication

THE HARVEST AWAITS.
GOD GIVES THE INcREASE
Are YOU aeapr?
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info@torontochurchplanting.com
2009 Wyecroft Road, Unit D

Oakville, Ontario LEL 6J4
- 416,840 4894




